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A Tale of Two Stars 
 
When the USSR launched Sputnik 1 into 
space on October 5, 1957, the space race 
began and the United States – being the 
competitive bunch we are – quickly reacted 
like short course swimmers on a 50m dash to 
the moon. But where does one locate a major 
launch facility? From a technical viewpoint, 
proximity to the equator would be ideal in 
order to take advantage of the earth’s 
rotation. However, political factors were also 
in play that would affect location selection.  
 
A committee was formed that visited potential 
sites up and down the eastern seaboard as 
well as Texas and California. The great state 
of Maine argued that it was an ideal launch 
site candidate but was ruled out when the 
committee visited on a particularly snowy and 
icy day. The story continues with South 
Carolina and Georgia being eliminated when 
the committee was met with rainy conditions 
during their visit. Finally, the travel weary 
committee made its way down to the warm 
and generally sunny confines of central 
Florida – Eureka! Game on! 
 
Armed with a slide rule, a degree from the 
University of Alabama in rocketry engineering 
(a precursor to aerospace engineering), and 
experience during World War II, John 
Redmond was one of many young engineers 
and scientists with a monumental task ahead. 
By the late 1950’s, NASA had launched 
several experimental rockets including 
Pioneer 1 (October 11, 1958) which attained 
a height of 70,700 miles and Pioneer 4 
(March 3, 1959) with an earth-moon trajectory 
which came within 37,000 miles of the moon 
before falling into a solar orbit. By 1960, 
engineers understood the appropriate 
payload requirements and trajectory to put a 

rocket into outer space. Now their task was to 
design the nose of the spacecraft to avoid 
burning up upon reentry into the earth’s 
atmosphere. (A tremendous amount of heat 
due to friction would be generated during 
reentry.) After lengthy discussions and trials 
regarding material type and geometry, the 
nosing design was completed and deemed 
mission safe. On May 5, 1961, Alan Shepard 
became the first American to visit outer 
space.  
 
Located just miles from the Kennedy Space 
Center, the little town of Cocoa Beach 
flourished as NASA continued its space 
exploration program during the 1960’s. A 
variety of businesses popped up to support 
the program. One of the most revered local 
establishments was “Bernard’s Surf,” a 
restaurant that hosted lively dinners for 
visiting government officials and astronauts-
in-training during those years. 
 
By 1981, early stages of the space shuttle 
program were in place. Viewed by NASA as 
some of the most complicated machines ever 
built, the shuttles sent probes to Venus and 
Jupiter, launched and repaired the Hubble 
Space Telescope and largely built the 
International Space Station during the next 
30-years. A solid community emerged at 
Cocoa Beach and ocean conditions were 
perfect for youngsters to enjoy the surf. 
(Cocoa Beach became known as the “Small 
Wave Capital of the World.”) 
 
With 5-ft waves breaking perfectly to his 
liking, Kelly Slater was in the zone. The year 
was 1981 and the angular nine-year-old was 
mastering surf board aerial tricks previously 
unimagined by his teenage colleagues. Upon 
hearing a thunderous boom, the boys gazed 
northward and stared amazingly at the first 



orbital test flight launched from the Kennedy 
Space Center for the shuttle program. 
 
Slater’s assent from small town kid to world 
class surfer paralleled the success of the 
space shuttle program during the next 30-
years. Known for his competitive prowess and 
style, Slater has been crowned ASP World 
Champion a record ten times, including five 
consecutive titles from 1994–1998. He is the 
youngest (at age 20) and the oldest (at age 
38) to win the title. Upon winning his 5th world 
title in 1997, Slater passed Australian surfing 
legend Mark Richards to become the most 
successful champion in the history of the 
sport.  
 
In his later professional life, John Redmond 
joined a small civil engineering firm in Cocoa 
Beach where he worked on a wide variety of 
projects including schools, hospitals and 
governmental facilities. He also served on 
various wetland preservation committees in 
the state. While their paths rarely crossed, 
Redmond and Slater are two shining stars 
that have left lasting legacies on the Space 
Coast area. The space shuttle program came 
to a close this week as large crowds 
assembled to watch Atlantis lift off for its final 
voyage.  
 
Meanwhile, the next generation of 
entrepreneurs, business persons, scientists 
and athletes is honing their talents this 
summer right here in Manassas, VA. 
Longtime Mako Trevor Heckman had a huge 
day for MBW last Saturday; placing 1st in the 
18U 100m IM (1:08.88) and 50m Fly (30.10s), 
and 3rd in the 50m Breast (37.37s). In the 
relay events, he joined Sean Rouffa, Philip 
Heil and Joshua Feshari to win the 200m 
Medley Relay (2:10.44). Heckman, Heil, 
Feshari and Kevin Olsen won the 200m Free 
Relay (1:53.16). 
 
Despite Heckman’s heroics, the Makos came 
up a little short and lost by a final score of 
2542-2388 to the visiting Sea Devils. They’ll 
regroup this week and travel to Ridgewood 
for a meet with the Barracudas. 
 
 

 
An American Surfing Legend 

 
Kelly Slater 

 

 
 
Ten-time world champion Kelly Slater uses a 
regular (natural) foot (left foot forward) stance, 
and his favorite maneuvers are airs and 
barrels. He is also an avid golfer, with a +2 
handicap. 
 
 
For the Record 
 
Club records set vs. Virginia Oaks on July 2 in 
the 18U events: 
 
100 IM Courtney Mizerak 1:10.50 
50 Fly  Courtney Mizerak 30.75s 
 
(Lauren Sargent also lowered the previous 
50m Fly record with a time of 32.28s)  
 
 
 Editor’s Note: This edition of the Times is dedicated to John Redmond who last week celebrated his 

92nd birthday with friends and family at home in Cocoa Beach, Florida. Background information for the 
space race years is based on informal conversations with him over the years and should be considered 
historical fiction as no rigorous attempt was made at fact checking.



Faces in the Crowd 
 

 
 
Shown here in a breaststroke event, double 
event winner Trevor Heckman led the way for 
the 18U boys last Saturday vs. Virginia Oaks. 
 

 
 
Last week, 12U swimmers like Megan 
Garman worked closely with coaches on 
technique – particularly the butterfly stroke. 
Garman’s hard work is paying dividends as 
her 100m IM time has dropped by more than 
5-sec since the start of the season. On 
Saturday, she placed overall 3rd in the 50m 
Freestyle (36.34s) and Backstroke (46.44s) 
events. 
 
 

 
 
Like their surfing counterparts in Cocoa 
Beach, 12U swimmers Sam Case, Liam 
Turner, Tim McEvoy, and Nolan Slater have 
all the talent and enthusiasm for many years 
of enjoyment in sports. Vs. Virginia Oaks, 
they swam well in a variety of events. Case 
was particularly crisp in the 50m Breaststroke 
(51.29s); Turner was 3rd in the 100IM 
(1:37.99) and 2nd in the 50m Fly (45.64s); 
McEvoy was 4th in the 50m Backstroke 
(57.90s); and Slater looked sharp in the 50m 
freestyle (51.16s). 
 

 
 
12U swimmers Emily Guice, Taylor Tolson, 
Riley Curry and Megan Garmen had a big day 
for MBW at the Virginia Oaks meet. Guice set 
personal best times in both the 50m freestyle 
and backstroke events. Tolson won the 50m 
backstroke (41.13s) and Curry won the 50m 
breaststroke (43.60s).  
 
 
 


